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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/03/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants state and admits that Ketseoglou teaches inserting transmission gaps. 

Applicants argue on page 24, "Faerber's listening listened-to station in manner 
utterly uncoordinated with the listening station. Thus, Faerber's listening (for RSSI 
measurement purposes) during a gap cannot teach or suggest the requirements of 
applicants' independent claims that, e.g., a number of slots or frames of a second frame 
structure of the second communications standard type is dependent upon the number 
and the duration of the at least one transmission gap of the first frame structure". 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. First off, coordination between base 
stations is not recited in the claims. There is no single reference to this limitations. 
Secondly, Faerber is relied upon to teach that while in compressed mode of a UMTS 
system, measurements of the GSM system can be made. Faerber clearly discloses a 
number of slots or frames (0029, synchronization channel OF GSM, since GSM thus 
channel is a slot) of a second frame structure (0029, time structure, since GSM 
operates with TDMA frames containing slots) of the second communications 
standard (0029, GSM) is dependent upon the number and duration of the at least one 
transmission gap (0029, the inserted gap is of the same duration as the channel, 
thus dependence upon the gap) of the first frame structure (0029, FDD transmission 
method, i.e. UMTS/WCDMA). 

Applicant argues on page 25 [Faerver [sic]] Faerber does not meet the 
requirement of all independent claims that the first communication resources and the 
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second communication resources at least partially share a common frequency range. If 
the office action contends that U.S. Patent 5,732,076 to Ketseoglou teaches two system 
operating in a same frequency range, the person skilled in the art would not look to 
[Faerver [sic]] Faerber for a teaching of accommodating systems of a same frequency 
range. 

The Examiner would like to state that Ketseoglou clearly discloses wherein tile 
first communication resources and the second communication resources at least 
partially share a common frequency range (Fig. 21). Ketseoglou clearly teaches GSM 
channels and a TDD channel occupying the same range. With respect to Applicant's 
assertion that Faerber cannot be relied upon for a teaching of accommodating systems 
of a same frequency range, please note, that Faerber is not relied upon to teach the 
above amended limitation. 

Applicant argues in the remarks that "The signals upon which RSSI 
measurements are performed are signals from another unit (e.g., another base station, 
e.g., a listened-to base station). There is no constraint that such signals listened to for 
RSSI measurements be sent by the listened-to base station only during the 
transmission gaps of a protocol of the listening base station. In fact, the listened-to base 
station is oblivious to the protocol and thus the frame structure of the listening base 
station. The signals of the type listened to by the listening base station are sent by the 
listened-to station in manner utterly uncoordinated with the listening station". 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., "the arguments above") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
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not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 11 81 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). Any amendment to the claims to include the arguments above must find 
support in the specification, explicitly. 

With respect to the newly added claims, please see rejection below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ketseoglou et al. (US 5,732,076 herein Ketseoglou) in view of Faerber (US 
2003/0031143). 

Claim 1, Ketseoglou discloses a method for operating a first communications 
environment for which first communications resources (TG) are provided for 
communications according to a first communications standard type (Col 3: 23-28, 
where Ketseoglou discloses a first protocol, i.e. a first communications 
environment using a first protocol), Ketseoglou discloses using the first 
communication resources for communications according to the first communications 
standard type, using the first communications resources for communications according 
to a second communications standard type (Col 3: 35-37, where Ketseoglou 
discloses a first and second protocol, It is well known ton one of ordinary skill in 
the art that cellular communications are enabled over resources, i.e. spectrum / 
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time frames with time slots), Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the first 
communications resources as being used for communications according to the first 
communications standard type in dependence of communications to be performed 
according to the second communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, where 
Ketseoglou discloses using time slots based on a greater number of users of a 
protocol), communicating according to the first communications standard type by using 
a first frame structure including at least one transmission gap (TG) (It is well known to 
one of ordinary skill in the art that a TDMA protocol and a spread spectrum 
protocol use different frame structures and guard time is used in a TDMA 
protocol), Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the first communication 
resources by controlling at least one of a number and duration of the at least one 
transmission gap (TG) (Col 24: 41-46, where Ketseoglou discloses inserting time 
gaps between slots of both protocols). 

Ketseoglou does not state in the same embodiment wherein the first 
communication resources and the second communication resources at least partially 
share a common frequency range. 

In an alternative embodiment Ketseoglou clearly discloses wherein tile first 
communication resources and the second communication resources at least partially 
share a common frequency range (Fig. 21, where GSM channels and a TDD channel 
share the same frequency range). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to share the same frequency range so 
as to utilized existing bandwidth. 

Ketseoglou does not disclose using the at least one transmission gap (TG) for 
communications according to the second communications standard type for transmitting 
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data of the second communications in the at least one transmission gap; and wherein a 
number of slots or frames of a second frame structure of the second communications 
standard type is dependent upon the number and the duration of the at least one 
transmission gap of the first frame structure. 

In an analogous art, Faerber discloses using the at least one transmission gap 
(TG) for communications according to the second communications standard type for 
transmitting data of the second communications in the at least one transmission gap 
(0027-0029, where Faerber insertion of transmission gaps for RSSI determination 
and evaluation of received control channels), Faerber discloses wherein a number 
of slots or frames of a second frame structure of the second communications standard 
type is dependent upon the number and the duration of the at least one transmission 
gap of the first frame structure (0029, where Faerber clearly states that targeted 
transmission gaps can be inserted based on the knowledge of the time structure 
of a channel (i.e. slots, since the channel is GSM) of the second radio 
communication system, which in turn reads on duration and number of the gap). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ketseoglou to insert gaps in the transmission as taught 
by Faerber so as to increase capacity and improve quality (0029). 

As for the limitation of using a computer, both Ketseoglou and Faerber use 
computing devices to perform the steps claimed, thus using a computer. 

Claim 2, Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the first communications 
resources (TG) for communications according to the first communications standard type 
in dependence of communications to be performed according to the first 
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communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, where Ketseoglou discloses using 
time slots based on a greater number of users of a protocol). 

Claim 3, Ketseoglou discloses using second communications resources provided 
for communications according to the second communications standard type for 
communications according to the first communications standard type and controlling the 
use of the second communications resources for communications according to the 
second communications standard type in dependence of communications to be 
performed according to the first communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, where 
Ketseoglou discloses using time slots assigned to a protocol to be used by a 
different protocol depending on the number of users). 

Claim 4, Ketseoglou discloses communicating according to the second 
communications standard type by using a second frame structure (Fig. 15: 926a and 
926b, where Ketseoglou discloses different frames from different protocols 
creating a composite frame), Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the second 
communications resource by controlling at least one of a number and a duration of at 
least a part of the second frame structure being used for communications according to 
the second communications standard type (Col 31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou 
discloses providing time slots for the use by the other protocol). 

Claim 5, Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the second communications 
resources for communications according to the second communications standard type 
in dependence of communications to be performed according to the second 
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communications standard type (Col 22: 33-43, Fig. 15: 926a and 926b, where 
Ketseoglou discloses time slots with respect to both communication protocols). 

Claim 6, Ketseoglou discloses wherein the first communications resources 
include a first frequency range (Col 28: 19-22, Fig. 21: 985, where Ketseoglou 
discloses Group A frequencies). 

Claim 7, Ketseoglou discloses wherein the first frequency range and the second 
frequency range overlap at least partially (Col 28: 23-28, where Ketseoglou discloses 
overlap). 

Claim 8, Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the first communications 
resources for a geographical area for which both communications according to the first 
communications standard type and communications according to the second 
communications standard type are provided (Col 3: 23-29, where Ketseoglou 
discloses operation in the same or overlapping geographic region). 

Claim 9, Ketseoglou discloses available communications resources for 
communications according to the second communications standard type (Col 22: 52- 
62, where Ketseoglou discloses using time slots based on a greater number of 
users of a protocol, Col 31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou discloses providing time 
slots for the use by the other protocol). 
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Claim 10, Ketseoglou discloses available communications resources for 
communications according to the first communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, 
where Ketseoglou discloses using time slots based on a greater number of users 
of a protocol, Col 31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou discloses providing time slots for 
the use by the other protocol). 

Claim 1 1 , Ketseoglou discloses providing the first communications resources as 
resources comprised by the first communications environment, which provides for 
communications according to the first communications standard type (Fig. 15: 926a 
and 926b, where Ketseoglou discloses time slots used for both types of 
protocols). 

Claim 12, Ketseoglou discloses providing the first communications resources as 
resources comprised by the first communications environment, which provides for 
communications according to the first communications standard type (Fig. 15: 926a 
and 926b, where Ketseoglou discloses time slots used for both types of 
protocols), Ketseoglou discloses providing the second communications resources as 
resources comprised by a second communications environment, which provides for 
communications according to the second communications standard type (Col 3: 23-28, 
where Ketseoglou discloses a second protocol, i.e. a second communications 
environment using a second protocol). 

Claim 13, Ketseoglou discloses communicating information indicating available 
communications resources for communications according to the second 
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communications standard type to the first communications resources so as to control 
the use of the first communications resources (Col 22: 52-62, where Ketseoglou 
discloses using time slots based on a greater number of users of a protocol, Col 
31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou discloses providing time slots for the use by the 
other protocol). 

Claim 14, Ketseoglou discloses communicating information indicating available 
communications resources for communications according to the first communications 
standard type to the second communications resources so as to control the use of the 
second communications resources (Col 22: 52-62, where Ketseoglou discloses 
using time slots based on a greater number of users of a protocol, Col 31 : 56-60, 
where Ketseoglou discloses providing time slots for the use by the other 
protocol). 

Claim 15, Ketseoglou discloses using the first communications resources for only 
communications according to the first communications standard type, or only 
communications according to the second communications standard type, or 
communications according to the first communications standard type and 
communications according to the second communications standard type (Col 22: 52- 
62, where Ketseoglou discloses using time slots based on a greater number of 
users of a protocol, Col 31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou discloses providing time 
slots for the use by the other protocol). 
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Claim 16, Ketseoglou discloses using the second communications resources for 
only communications according to the first communications standard type, or only 
communications according to the second communications standard type, or 
communications according to the first communications standard type and 
communications according to the second communications standard type (Col 22: 52- 
62, where Ketseoglou discloses using time slots based on a greater number of 
users of a protocol, Col 31: 56-60, where Ketseoglou discloses providing time 
slots for the use by the other protocol). 

Claim 17, Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the first communications 
resources such that communications according to the first communications standard 
type are prioritized in relation to communications according to the second 
communications standard type (Col 32: 30-34, where Ketseoglou discloses 
prioritization). 

Claim 18, Ketseoglou discloses controlling the use of the second 
communications resources such that communications according to the second 
communications standard type are prioritized in relation to communications according to 
the first communications standard type (Col 32: 30-34, where Ketseoglou discloses 
prioritization). 

Claim 19, Ketseoglou discloses a communications environment, being adapted 
to utilize first communications resources (TG) for communications according to a first 
communications standard type for communications according to a second 
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communications standard type (Col 3: 35-37, where Ketseoglou discloses a first and 
second protocol, It is well known ton one of ordinary skill in the art that cellular 
communications are enabled over resources, i.e. spectrum / time frames with 
time slots), Ketseoglou discloses to control the use of the first communications 
resources (TG) for communications according to the first communications standard type 
in dependence of communications to be performed according to the second 
communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, where Ketseoglou discloses using 
time slots based on a greater number of users of a protocol), Ketseoglou discloses 
wherein the first communications resources comprise a first frame structure including at 
least one transmission gap (TG) (It is well known to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that a TDMA protocol and a spread spectrum protocol use different frame 
structures and guard time is used in a TDMA and TDD protocol), Ketseoglou 
discloses wherein the communications environment is adapted to control the use of the 
first communications resources by controlling at least one of a number and duration of 
the at least one transmission gap (TG) (Col 24: 41-46, where Ketseoglou discloses 
inserting time gaps between slots of both protocols). 

The amendment to the limitations as analyzed with respect to the limitations as 
discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 20, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 2. 
Claim 21 , as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 3. 
Claim 22, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 4. 
Claim 23, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 5. 
Claim 24, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 6. 
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Claim 25, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 7. 

Claim 26, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 8. 

Claim 27, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 9. 

Claim 28, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 10. 

Claim 29, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 1 . 

Claim 30, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 12. 

Claim 31, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 13. 

Claim 32, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 14. 

Claim 33, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 15. 

Claim 34, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 16. 

Claim 35, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 17. 

Claim 36, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 18. 

Claim 37, Ketseoglou discloses a radio base station for a communications 
environment being adapted to be operated according to the steps of claim 1 (Fig. 13, 
where Ketseoglou discloses an integrated base station). 



Claim 38, Ketseoglou discloses a computer program product, comprising 
program code portions for carrying out the steps according to claim 1 (Col 21: 14-22, 
where Ketseoglou discloses processors, it is well known to one of ordinary skill 
in the art that processors perform instructions based on computer program 
code). 



Claim 39, Ketseoglou discloses being stored on a computer readable storage 
medium or in a computer readable storage device (Col 21: 14-22, where Ketseoglou 
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discloses processors, Col 25: 22-29, where Ketseoglou discloses programming of 
time slots, it is well known to one of ordinary skill in the art that a processor is a 
computer readable storage device). 

Claim 40, Ketseoglou discloses wherein the second communications resources 
include a second frequency range (Col 28: 23-28, Fig. 21: 981). 

Claim 41 , as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 8. 
Claim 42, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 10. 
Claim 43, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 10. 

Claim 44, Ketseoglou discloses providing the first communications resources and 
second communications resources as resources comprised by the first communications 
environment, which provides for both communications according to the first 
communications standard type and communications according to the second 
communications standard type (Col 22: 52-62, where Ketseoglou discloses using 
time slots based on a greater number of users of a protocol, Col 31 : 56-60, where 
Ketseoglou discloses providing time slots for the use by the other protocol). 

Claim 45, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 40. 
Claim 46, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 10. 
Claim 47, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 10. 
Claim 48, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 44. 
Claim 49, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 8. 
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Claim 50, Ketseoglou discloses wherein the second communications resources 
include a second frequency range (Col 28: 19-22, where Ketseoglou discloses 
different frequency groups). 

Claims 51 and 55, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in 
claim 1. 

Claims 52 and 56, wherein the first frame structure is according to wideband 
code division multiple access (WCDMA) and the second frame structure is according to 
time division multiple access (TDMA) (Abstract). 

Claims 53 and 57, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in 
claim 52 and 56, respectively. 

Claims 54 and 58, Ketseoglou discloses providing an offset for aligning a first 
one of the frames of the second frame structure with the at least one of the transmission 
gaps of the first frame structure (Col 24: 6-33, where Ketseoglou discloses time 
gaps from a time frame #1 are inserted between time frame #1 and time frame #2). 

Claim 59, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 
Claim 60, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 58. 

Claim 61, Ketseoglou discloses adaptively controlling the sharing based on a 
number of allocated and/or requested communications resources for the first 
communications and the second communications (Col 23:35-58, where Ketseoglou 
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discloses a demand migration table which shows sharing time slots between 
protocols). 

Claim 62, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 63, synchronizing the second frame structure of the second 
communications type with the first frame structure (Col 3: 40-41, where Ketseoglou 
discloses synchronizing the two protocols). 

Claims 64-68, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 

63. 

Claim 69, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 70, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 71 , Ketseoglou does not explicitly disclose transmitting the data of the 
second communication system essentially on the in transmission gaps of the second 
communications standard type. 

In an analogous art, Faerber discloses transmitting the data of the second 
communication system essentially on the in transmission gaps of the second 
communications standard type (Claim 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Ketseoglou to 
insert gaps in the transmission as taught by Faerber so as to increase capacity and 
improve quality (0029). 

Claim 72, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 
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Claim 73, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 
Claim 74, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 
Claim 75, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 
Claim 76, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 
Claim 77, as analyzed with respect to the limitations as discussed in claim 71 . 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final 
action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the 
event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date 
the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the 
statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MEHMOOD B. KHAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-9277. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 
5:00 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,350 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2617 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. B. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



